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Welcome to The Dale!
Our staff at the Red and

Blue
News presents- Volume 3
Issue 2! From the coverage
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such as the Veterans Day
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find
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interested! So, join us for

a
fun-filled edition

guaranteed to make you
smile!
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VeteransVeterans DayDay AssemblyAssembly
On Friday, November 8, 2024, at 9:00Am in the high school auditorium of Carbondale
Area High School, students, faculty, staff, family, and veterans helped to depict the true

perspective of the importance of Veterans' Day with the annual program dedicated to our
service men and women.

The audience was welcomed by Leila Esgro followed by the Posting of Colors by Collin
Hollis and Thomas Seymour. "The National Anthem" was performed by members of the

Carbondale Area Band.

Why We Honor Veterans was explained by Rylie Toolan and Abigail Wall. Students in Mr.
Mauro's AP History class presented on the Significance of the Poppy (Stephen Ennes),

Tomb of the Unknown Solider (Elivira Marrero), Letters from Veterans (Hannah
McCaffrey, Angelica Prieto, Eliana Connolly, Caitlyn Burns, and Hong Tran). Ryleigh

Brink added about the Missing Man Table and Gold Star Families. Both Rylie Toolan and
Ryan Yadlosky read original poems about what life is like for soldiers returning after war.
The Rols of Women in the Military was discussed by Summer Young, Ian Dzielak, Ava

White, Keegan McDonald, and Ethan McDonald. Eva Balderas and Ryleigh Brink spoke
on the topic of what it is like to live in a military household while having parents and

loved ones deployed and moving from place to place and having to start over again and
again.

Clara Crandall serenaded the audience with her performance of Come Back Home.
Other musical performances that added to the atmosphere in the auditorium were Simple

Man sung by Zach Tarchak and Traveling Soldier sung by Ava Peregrin. As an added
tribute, Eliana Connolly sang, Imagine.

To bring the ceremony to a close, Madison Dutter and Albion Nasufi played Taps during
the Recess of Colors.

The simple saying of "Thank You" is one that every soldier should hear in order for them
to know how much we are truly grateful for the sacrifices they have made in order for us

to enjoy the freedoms we do every day.
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FallFall IntoInto SemiSemi

20242024
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SeniorSenior TreeTree LightingLighting

OnOn DecemberDecember 9,9, 2024,2024, membersmembers ofof thethe seniorsenior classclass attendedattended thethe
decoratingdecorating ofof theirtheir classclass treetree inin thethe CommonsCommons Area.Area. MembersMembers ofof

thethe ArtArt ClubClub mademade ornamentsornaments forfor eacheach seniorsenior toto bebe ableable toto
rememberremember thisthis occasion.occasion. TheThe seniorsseniors werewere alsoalso treatedtreated withwith

refreshmentsrefreshmentsandand werewere ableable toto reviewreview somesome holidayholiday classicsclassics inin thethe
auditorium.auditorium.

..
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ObservingObserving thethe "BER""BER" MonthsMonths TheThe KindnessKindness ChallengeChallenge
September,September, thethe ninthninth monthmonth ofof thethe year,year, waswas originallyoriginally namednamed afterafter thethe LatinLatin rootroot �Sept��Sept�
whichwhich meansmeans seven.seven. ItIt waswas thethe seventhseventh monthmonth ofof thethe RomanRoman Calendar.Calendar. DespiteDespite lackinglacking anyany
majormajor holidays,holidays, SeptemberSeptember consistsconsists ofof manymany importantimportant observances.observances. ToTo startstart ,on,on thethe firstfirst
MondayMonday ofof September,September, LaborLabor DayDay isis observed.observed. LaborLabor DayDay celebratescelebrates thethe workingworking classclass andand
theirtheir economiceconomic achievements.achievements. AnotherAnother importantimportant observanceobservance isis SeptemberSeptember 11th.11th. OnOn
SeptemberSeptember 11th,11th, wewe observeobserve aa historichistoric dayday ofof regretregret andand honorhonor thethe 2,9962,996 liveslives lostlost whenwhen
fourfour flightsflights werewere hijacked.hijacked. BesidesBesides thesethese twotwo majormajor observances,observances, thethe majormajor monthmonth longlong
celebrationcelebration ofof HispanicHispanic HeritageHeritage MonthMonth isis alsoalso observedobserved fromfrom SeptemberSeptember 15th15th toto OctoberOctober
15th15th andand celebratescelebrates thethe historyhistory andand cultureculture ofof HispanicHispanic people.people. AnotherAnother monthmonth longlong
observance,observance, suicidesuicide preventionprevention month,month, alsoalso occursoccurs duringduring SeptemberSeptember toto honorhonor andand supportsupport
thosethose strugglingstruggling withwith suicidalsuicidal thoughts.thoughts.

October,October, thethe tenthtenth monthmonth ofof thethe year,year, waswas originallyoriginally namednamed fromfrom itsits rootroot �Oct��Oct� whichwhich manymany
maymay knowknow asas meaningmeaning �eight.��eight.� ItIt waswas thethe eightheighth monthmonth ofof thethe RomanRoman Calendar.Calendar. ManyMany
peoplepeople knowknow OctoberOctober forfor thethe majormajor HolidayHoliday ofof �Halloween,��Halloween,� observedobserved onon OctoberOctober 31st,31st,
wherewhere childrenchildren wouldwould traditionallytraditionally dressdress upup andand gogo doordoor toto door,door, accumulatingaccumulating candy.candy. But,But,
OctoberOctober holdsholds manymany otherother greatgreat observancesobservances too.too. ColumbusColumbus DayDay isis observedobserved onon thethe
secondsecond MondayMonday inin October.October. ColumbusColumbus DayDay observesobserves thethe anniversaryanniversary ofof ChristopherChristopher
ColumbusColumbus arrivingarriving inin America.America. BesidesBesides this,this, OctoberOctober isis alsoalso knownknown forfor thethe monthmonth longlong
observanceobservance ofof �Breast�Breast CancerCancer AwarenessAwareness Month�Month� whichwhich isis meantmeant toto supportsupport thosethose
sufferingsuffering fromfrom BreastBreast Cancer.Cancer.

November,November, thethe eleventheleventh monthmonth ofof thethe year,year, waswas originallyoriginally namednamed fromfrom itsits rootroot �Novem��Novem�
meaningmeaning �nine.��nine.� ItIt waswas thethe ninthninth monthmonth ofof thethe RomanRoman Calendar.Calendar. NovemberNovember isis knownknown forfor
Thanksgiving,Thanksgiving, whichwhich takestakes placeplace onon thethe lastlast ThursdayThursday inin NovemberNovember andand celebratescelebrates thethe
harvestharvest andand blessingsblessings ofof thethe year.year. NovemberNovember alsoalso hostshosts Veteran�sVeteran�s Day,Day, whichwhich honorshonors allall
Veteran�sVeteran�s pastpast andand present.present. NovemberNovember alsoalso hostshosts BlackBlack FridayFriday andand CyberCyber Monday,Monday, whichwhich isis
mademade toto rememberremember thethe crashcrash ofof thethe goldgold market.market. TheseThese twotwo holidaysholidays allowallow forfor easiereasier
purchasepurchase ofof goods.goods. ManyMany businessesbusinesses lowerlower pricesprices andand allowallow salessales onon thesethese twotwo days.days.

December:December: December,December, thethe twelfthtwelfth andand finalfinal monthmonth ofof thethe yearyear waswas originallyoriginally namednamed forfor itsits rootroot
�Dec��Dec� meaningmeaning �ten.��ten.� ItIt waswas thethe tenthtenth monthmonth ofof thethe RomanRoman Calendar.Calendar. DecemberDecember isis mostmost knownknown forfor
holdingholding ChristmasChristmas andand similarsimilar holidaysholidays likelike Hanukkah,Hanukkah, Kwanza,Kwanza, Diwali,Diwali, YuleYule andand Bodhi,Bodhi, andand manymany
othersothers whichwhich areare HolidaysHolidays thatthat honorhonor thethe GodsGods ofof thethe designateddesignated religionreligion andand celebratecelebrate thethe winterwinter
solstice.solstice. DecemberDecember alsoalso hostshosts NewNew Year�sYear�sEveEve onon DecemberDecember 31st31st inin whichwhich manymany peoplepeople celebratecelebrate
thethe changingchanging ofof yearsyears withwith feasts,feasts, parties,parties, andand somesome familiesfamilies eveneven watchwatch thethe ballball drop.drop.

ManyMany peoplepeople underestimateunderestimate whatwhat oneone smallsmall actact ofof kindnesskindness cancan dodo forfor thosethose aroundaround you.you.
ItIt onlyonly takestakes aa smallsmall kindnesskindness toto makemake someone�ssomeone�s entireentire dayday better.better. YouYou maymay strugglestruggle whilewhile
thinkingthinking ofof whatwhat toto saysay toto thosethose aroundaround you.you. ToTo makemake someone�ssomeone�s day,day, herehere areare somesome
thingsthings youyou cancan dodo andand say!say!

1:1: HoldHold thethe doordoor forfor aa classmateclassmate whenwhen you�reyou�re leavingleaving thethe schoolschool oror aa classroom.classroom.
2:2: SmileSmile andand wavewave toto someonesomeone youyou havehave nevernever spokenspoken to.to.
3:3: ComplimentCompliment someone�ssomeone�s smilesmile oror laugh.laugh. ItIt meansmeans aa lotlot toto hearhear thatthat youryour happinesshappiness isis wellwell
received.received.
4:4: HelpHelp thatthat personperson whowho dropsdrops theirtheir booksbooks andand paperspapers inin thethe hallwayhallway
5:5: PutPut thethe doordoor stopperstopper inin forfor youryour teacherteacher whenwhen youyou leaveleave thethe classroom.classroom.
6:6: HelpHelp aa seniorsenior citizencitizen carrycarry theirtheir groceriesgroceries andand pushpush theirtheir shoppingshopping cart.cart.
7:7: DonateDonate toto youryour locallocal daycare,daycare, earlyearly learninglearning center,center, oror school.school. ArtArt supplies,supplies, stationery,stationery,
games,games, andand toystoys helphelp teachersteachers moremore thanthan youyou realize.realize.
8:8: EngageEngage inin conversationconversation withwith someone.someone. Sometimes,Sometimes, itit isn�tisn�t onlyonly aboutabout you,you, andand peoplepeople
typicallytypically likelike talkingtalking aboutabout theirtheir hobbieshobbies oror personalpersonal interests!interests!
9:9: VolunteerVolunteer toto readread oror answeranswer questionsquestions inin class.class. YourYour teacherteacher willwill bebe veryvery happyhappy toto seesee
youyou volunteeringvolunteering andand enjoyingenjoying whatwhat theythey alsoalso enjoy.enjoy.
10:10: AskAsk questionsquestions whenwhen youyou areare hearinghearing aa presentationpresentation oror speech.speech. ItIt showsshows youryour interestinterest
11:11: VisitVisit youryour locallocal nursingnursing homehome withwith gifts.gifts. OurOur seniorsenior citizenscitizens typicallytypically getget lonely.lonely.
12:12: TellTell aa Veteran,Veteran, policepolice officer,officer, firefighter,firefighter, oror EMT:EMT: �Thank�Thank youyou forfor youryour Service.�Service.�
13:13: GiveGive aa goodgood tiptip toto aa waiterwaiter oror waitresswaitress whenwhen youyou gogo outout toto eat.eat.
14:14: DonateDonate toto aa humanehumane societysociety oror animalanimal sheltershelter oror offeroffer toto volunteer.volunteer. TheseThese animalsanimals needneed
youyou andand lovelove youryour company.company.
15:15: HugHug youryour lovedloved onesones andand getget usedused toto sayingsaying �Hello��Hello� �Goodbye,��Goodbye,� andand �I�I LoveLove you�you� toto
them.them. YouYou nevernever knowknow whenwhen thethe lastlast timetime you�llyou�ll seesee someonesomeone willwill be.be.
16:16: PostPost aa positivepositive videovideo onon socialsocial media.media. YourYour positivitypositivity willwill bebe contagious.contagious.
17:17: MakeMake aa harmlessharmless joke.joke.
18:18: LaughLaugh atat someonesomeone else�selse�s joke.joke.
19:19: BringBring youryour mom,mom, dad,dad, grandmother,grandmother, grandfather,grandfather, sister,sister, brother,brother, oror familyfamily membersmembers foodfood
inin bed!bed!
20:20: BeBe kindkind toto yourself.yourself. PeoplePeople willwill catchcatch ontoonto howhow youyou treattreat yourselfyourself andand learnlearn toto respectrespect
themselvesthemselves thethe same!same!

TheseThese actsacts ofof kindnesskindness havehave thethe potentialpotential toto changechange lives!lives! YourYour inputinput inin thethe drasticdrastic issueissue ofof
socialsocial andand mentalmental healthhealth isis important!important! Remember:Remember: wewe allall feelfeel thethe samesame feelings.feelings. YouYou nevernever
trulytruly knowknow whenwhen someonesomeone isis strugglingstruggling andand whenwhen YOUYOU cancan changechange someone�ssomeone�s life.life. AndAnd
remember:remember: bebe kindkind toto yourself.yourself.
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"Sounds"Sounds OfOf TheThe Season"Season" CarbondaleCarbondale AreaArea
ChorusChorus andand BandBand ConcertsConcerts

OnOn DecemberDecember 4th,4th, 2024,2024, TheThe CarbondaleCarbondale AreaArea HighHigh SchoolSchool BandBand camecame togethertogether toto spreadspread holidayholiday cheercheer withwith aa beautifulbeautiful
performance.performance. TheThe band,band, directeddirected byby Ms.Ms. McDermott,McDermott, consistsconsists ofof thethe IntroIntro BandBand andand thethe AdvancedAdvanced Band.Band. TheThe concertconcert startedstarted offoff
withwith thethe IntroIntro Band.Band. TheThe IntroIntro Band,Band, consistsconsists ofof twotwo separateseparate levelslevels ofof students:students: studentsstudents whowho havehave playedplayed anan instrumentinstrument beforebefore
andand studentsstudents whowho havehave not.not. ToTo openopen thethe concert,concert, thethe IntroIntro BandBand firstfirst playedplayed aa compilationcompilation ofof simplesimple tunestunes theythey learnedlearned
throughoutthroughout thethe year.year. TheThe IntroIntro BandBand playedplayed tunestunes suchsuch asas "Hot"Hot CrossCross Buns,"Buns," "Mary"Mary hadhad aa littlelittle lamb,"lamb," andand "Merrily"Merrily WeWe RollRoll Along."Along."
UponUpon playing,playing, "Mary"Mary hadhad aa littlelittle lamb"lamb" andand "Merrily"Merrily wewe rollroll along"along" thethe bandband proposedproposed aa challengechallenge toto thethe audience:audience: GuessGuess thethe
differencedifference betweenbetween thethe twotwo songs.songs. WhenWhen thethe IntroIntro BandBand departeddeparted thethe stage,stage, thethe AdvancedAdvanced BandBand roserose toto thethe stage.stage. TheThe
AdvancedAdvanced Band,Band, consistingconsisting ofof manymany talentedtalented performers,performers, showcasedshowcased theirtheir talentstalents withwith aa totaltotal ofof tenten songs.songs. TheyThey openedopened thethe
concertconcert withwith aa performanceperformance ofof aa ChristmasChristmas classic,classic, "It's"It's beginningbeginning toto looklook aa lotlot likelike Christmas."Christmas." TheyThey followedfollowed withwith performancesperformances
ofof "For"For beautybeauty ofof Earth"Earth" and"and" LetLet itit Snow,Snow, LetLet itit Snow,Snow, LetLet itit Snow."Snow." Then,Then, theythey performedperformed aa compilationcompilation ofof threethree songssongs composedcomposed
byby RobertRobert VaughanVaughan Williams.Williams. ThisThis compilationcompilation consistedconsisted ofof "Forest"Forest Green,"Green," "Wassail"Wassail song,"song," andand "Sussex"Sussex Carol.Carol. FollowingFollowing thisthis
performance,performance, theythey playedplayed "Kwanza"Kwanza Time."Time." Then,Then, theythey joinedjoined forfor aa performanceperformance ofof Greensleeves.Greensleeves. AfterAfter thesethese performances,performances, theythey
joinedjoined toto playplay aa songsong thatthat waswas inspiredinspired byby aa sixsix yearyear old'sold's realizationrealization thatthat thethe EarthEarth isis aa partpart ofof somethingsomething muchmuch bigger.bigger. AfterAfter thisthis
song,song, Ms.Ms. MeganMegan McDermottMcDermott honoredhonored thethe achievementsachievements ofof thethe band,band, includingincluding theirtheir partpart inin thethe ScrantonScranton SantaSanta ParadeParade andand thethe
CarbondaleCarbondale ParadeParade ofof Lights.Lights. SheShe alsoalso honoredhonored threethree students:students: JulianaJuliana Denney,Denney, JeromeJerome Pilny,Pilny, andand SalemSalem PilnyPilny forfor partakingpartaking inin
Marywood'sMarywood's JuniorJunior WindWind BandBand Celebration.Celebration. SheShe alsoalso tooktook thethe timetime toto mentionmention JulianJulian FedorchakFedorchak forfor hishis acceptanceacceptance intointo dDstrictdDstrict
BandBand andand DistrictDistrict Orchestra.Orchestra. Finally,Finally, thethe bandband joinedjoined forfor aa finalfinal performanceperformance ofof ofof "Sleigh"Sleigh Ride"Ride" beforebefore concludingconcluding theirtheir concert.concert.

OnOn DecemberDecember 12th,12th, 2024,2024, CarbondaleCarbondale AreaArea HighHigh SchoolSchool ChorusChorus putput onon aa winterwinter concertconcert toto spreadspread holidayholiday spiritspirit thisthis season.season. TheThe
chorus,chorus, directeddirected byby thethe newnew choruschorus teacher,teacher, Ms.Ms. Tolerico,Tolerico, consistsconsists ofof TheThe JuniorJunior High,High, SeniorSenior High,High, andand AdvancedAdvanced Chorus.Chorus. TheThe
concertconcert alsoalso featuredfeatured thethe talentstalents ofof manymany soloists.soloists. TheThe concertconcert startedstarted withwith thethe JuniorJunior HighHigh Chorus.Chorus. TheThe JuniorJunior HighHigh ChorusChorus
openedopened thethe nightnight withwith aa compilationcompilation ofof songssongs includingincluding "We"We needneed aa littlelittle Christmas,"Christmas," "Carol"Carol ofof thethe Angels,"Angels," "Once"Once UponUpon aa
December,"December,"andand "Winter"Winter Fantasy."Fantasy."SoloistsSoloists inin thethe JuniorJunior HighHigh includedincluded SophieSophie ZalepaZalepa andand AlexisAlexis Hoffman.Hoffman. SophieSophie ZalepaZalepa openedopened
thethe solossolos withwith aa powerfulpowerful startstart singing,singing, "Rocking"Rocking aroundaround thethe ChristmasChristmas Tree"Tree" byby BrendaBrenda Lee.Lee. AlexisAlexis HoffmanHoffman followedfollowed angelically,angelically,
singingsinging "Into"Into thethe Unknown"Unknown" fromfrom thethe poplarpoplar DisneyDisney moviemovie "Frozen"Frozen Two."Two."AfterAfter thethe JuniorJunior HighHigh concludedconcluded theirtheir portion,portion, thethe SeniorSenior
HighHigh ChorusChorus roserose andand enteredentered thethe stage.stage. TheyThey sangsang songssongs includingincluding "A"A joyfuljoyful Jubilate,"Jubilate," "Little"Little Star,"Star,""Peace"Peace Peace,"Peace," andand "As"As longlong
asas there'sthere's Christmas."Christmas." TheThe SeniorSenior High's:High's: "As"As longlong asas there'sthere's Christmas,"Christmas," featuredfeatured thethe powerfulpowerful performanceperformance ofof JordanJordan BergBerg andand
aweawe inspiringinspiring performanceperformance ofof PeytonPeyton Plowden.Plowden. SeniorSenior HighHigh soloistssoloists camecame intointo thethe concertconcert strong.strong. First,First, VictoriaVictoria SanabriaSanabria sangsang
herher delightfuldelightful covercover ofof Laufey'sLaufey's renditionrendition ofof "Rocking"Rocking aroundaround thethe ChristmasChristmas Tree.Tree. Then,Then, LeonardLeonard DeMarcoDeMarco camecame inin withwith aa
powerfulpowerful performanceperformance ofof thethe ChristmasChristmas classic:classic: "Last"Last Christmas"Christmas" byby Wham.Wham. FollowingFollowing thethe SeniorSenior HighHigh portionportion ofof thethe concert,concert, thethe 77
membersmembers ofof thethe advancedadvanced choruschorus enteredentered thethe stage.stage. TheThe advancedadvanced choruschorus gavegave aa sophisticatedsophisticated performanceperformance ofof songssongs including:including:
"White"White WinterWinter Hymnal,"Hymnal," "Let"Let itit snow,snow, LetLet itit Snow,Snow, LetLet itit Snow,"Snow," "Do"Do YouYou hearhear whatwhat II Hear,"Hear,""Carol"Carol ofof thethe Bells"Bells" "Mighty"Mighty King,"King,"
"Calypso"Calypso Noel,"Noel," andand "Calypso"Calypso ClappingClapping Carol."Carol." MembersMembers ofof thethe advancedadvanced band,band, JulianJulian FedorchakFedorchak andand MarisaMarisa Matoushek"Matoushek"
accomponiedaccomponied thethe choruschorus inin theirtheir performanceperformance ofof "Calypso"Calypso Noel."Noel." Finally,Finally, thethe threethree choruseschoruses camecame togethertogether toto concludeconclude thethe
alreadyalready wondrouswondrous performanceperformance withwith aa groupgroup numbernumber ofof "Have"Have yourselfyourself aa MerryMerry littlelittle Christmas"Christmas" byby FrankFrank Sinatra.Sinatra. UponUpon finishingfinishing
thisthis song,song, theirtheir concertconcert waswas concluded.concluded.
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SportsSports BanquetBanquet
OnOn Saturday,Saturday, JanuaryJanuary 18th,18th, 2025,2025, CarbondaleCarbondale AreaArea heldheld theirtheir

annualannual footballfootball andand cheerleadingcheerleading banquetbanquet atat thethe MondaleMondale
CountryCountry Club.Club. TheThe banquetbanquet waswas heldheld toto showshow recognitionrecognition toto allall
footballfootball players,players, cheerleaders,cheerleaders, bandband members,members, andand coaches.coaches.

TheThe nightnight startedstarted offoff withwith CoachCoach JeffJeff ArthurArthur introducingintroducing
everyone,everyone, followedfollowed upup byby Ms.Ms. McDermottMcDermott introducingintroducing

membersmembers ofof thethe band.band. Then,Then, CoachCoach MaddyMaddy MoaseMoase introducedintroduced
thethe cheerleaderscheerleaders andand presentedpresented themthem withwith anan awardaward forfor
outstandingoutstanding performances.performances. HannahHannah MccaffreyMccaffrey wonwon MostMost
ValuableValuable Cheerleader.Cheerleader. OliviaOlivia BarronBarron wonwon MostMost DedicatedDedicated

Award.Award. AvaAva PeregrinPeregrin wonwon thethe MostMost SpiritedSpirited Award.Award. AbbyAbby WallWall
wonwon thethe TeamTeam LeaderLeader Award.Award. AvaAva BalderasBalderas wonwon thethe CoachesCoaches

Award.Award. AfterAfter this,this, CoachCoach ArthurArthur announcedannounced hishis 20242024
CarbondaleCarbondale AreaArea ChargersChargers footballfootball team.team. Then,Then, hehe

proceededproceeded toto givegive outout thethe individualindividual awards.awards. EthenEthen BrewenBrewen
wonwon thethe JimJim MillerMiller Award.Award. ConnorConnor SanskySansky wonwon thethe TeamTeam
SpiritedSpirited Award,Award, andand DarronDarron McKenzieMcKenzie wonwon thethe LegLeg UpUp

Reward.Reward. CoachCoach ArthurArthur thenthen presentedpresented thethe All-StarAll-Star HonorableHonorable
MentionMention AwardAward toto seniorsseniors ElijahElijah Houdersheildt,Houdersheildt, EthenEthen Brewen,Brewen,
JakeJake Rosler,Rosler, DanielDaniel Gonzalez,Gonzalez, MaxMax Urbas,Urbas, junior,junior, JaidenJaiden Keller,Keller,

andand sophomore,sophomore, ChaseChase Roche.Roche. ToTo wrapwrap upup thethe endend ofof thethe
banquet,banquet, CoachCoach ArthurArthur gavegave aa speechspeech andand thankedthanked everyoneeveryone

forfor coming.coming.
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TURONIS 24
This year's annual Turonis Tournament was held at Carbondale Area High School on December 27th, 2024. The

opening game hosted the Mid Valley Spartans against the Lakeland Chiefs. This game was fought hard by both teams.
Both Mid Valley and Lakeland keep going back and forth making basket for basket. At the end of the first half, the score

was 18 to 13 with Mid Valley taking the lead. The beginning of the second half began with Mid Valley fighting hard to pull
away with the win. In the end, the score was 45-35 with Mid Valley making it to the Championship Game.

    The second game of the night was Carbondale Area Chargers against the Valley View Cougars. This game was going
to be hard for Carbondale. They faced a lot of struggles within such a young team. They would need to play to the best
they could. With a young Carbondale team and the experienced Valley View team, Carbondale played very hard, but

came up short in the end with a final score of 56-21.

    The championship game was played between Mid Valley and Valley View. The third place game was played before
between Carbondale and Lakeland. This game was hard fought by Carbondale with a close scoring game in the first half

with Lakeland winning in the end.
    

    The Championship Game was a very intense, hard, physical game. Valley View ended up winning with a final score of
47-35.
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On January 15th, 2025 members of Boys Varsity Basketball went to the
Jefferson Center to play a game of basketball against kids with special

needs. This was a learning experience for the Chargers. It helped the
players on the teams see their own skills and abilities in a different way.
They were able to see the skills and abilities of others in a new light as
well. Being able to play in this game, provided the team with a fun way to

encourage these very talented students to have the feeling of playing
against real basketball players and to also provide them with them

atmosphere of a real basketball game. This gives the Chargers another way
to positively affect someones life. This will surely be a day that is long

remember in all of our lives. Thank you to the Jefferson Center and all the
staff for the opportunity to make new friends!

MakingMaking NewNew FriendsFriends
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BASKETBALL
PHOTOPHOTO DUMP
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What made you choose Carbondale Area High School as
your job?

I didn't choose it. It was destiny.

What does your daily routine look like?

My daily routine is made up of walking around all of the
property to keep us safe and making sure everyone's lunch
period goes by safe and sound.

What are your likes and dislikes about your job?

To be honest, I don't have any dislikes. I really enjoy my job!

What is your favorite part about your job?

My favorite part about my job is keeping the kids safe.

What is the fastest you have ever ran a mile?

The fastest mile I have ever ran is 15 minutes.

What is the most interesting scene you have witnessed?

The most interesting scene I have witnessed is staff and students
working in harmony.

What made you choose Carbondale Area High School as your
job?

I choose Carbondale because it is convient, closer to home,
and I also heard that Carbondale is a good area to work in.

What does your daily routine look like?

My daily routine include making sure traffic and people on
foot come to Carbondale with good intentions and leave with
good intentions.

What are your likes and dislikes about your job?

i like the staff, and the kids are great. I don't have any dislikes.

What is your favorite part about your job?

I take pride in keeping everyone safe.

What is the fastest you have ever ran a mile?

The fastest I have ever ran is 1 mile and a half in 8:52.

What is the most interesting scene you have witnessed?

i am fairly new to the job and so far things have been good.

Meet Officer Naz Myshak Meet Officer Chris Morris
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Top 10 Binge Worthy Christmas Movie List
1.) Elf - Stars Will Farrel as Buddy, a human raised around elves who later
discovers he has a father living in New York who's on the naughty list.

2.) Home Alone - An eight year old kid gets forgotten and left behind on a
trip by his family for the holiday and encounters robbers breaking into his
home.

3.) The Grinch Stole Christmas - The grinch is trying to steal Christmas gifts
and decorations attempting to ruin the public's Christmas but in the
process, he realizes Christmas is not all about money and presents.

4.) Polar Express - A young boy is questioning the reality of Santa until a
magical train destined for the North Pole arrives.

5.) The Nightmare Before Christmas - Jack is bored of the annual routine
of frightening people in the real world and stumbles across a Christmas
town.

6.) Christmas Chronicles - A brother and sister stay up on Christmas
attempting to capture Santa on camera but instead turns into an
unexpected adventurous journey.

7.) Miracle on 34th Street - Focuses on the effect of a department store
Santa Claus who claims to be the real Santa.

8.) A Christmas Story - A young boy attempts to convince his parents,
teacher, and Santa Claus that a Red Ryder Range 200 Shot BB gun is a
perfect Christmas gift.

9.) White Christmas - Two talented song and dance men team up after the
war to become one of the hottest acts in show business.

10.) Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer (1998) - A young reindeer who is an
outcast because of his shiny nose sets out on a journey and meets new
friends along the way.

Chargers in the News
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PinterestPinterest YourYour InterestInterest HolidayHoliday EditionEdition
The Perfect Ham

Not only are these garlic mashed potatoes delicious they are super easy
to make. You're going to need 5 pounds Yukon Gold potatoes, 2 cups
Parmesan cheese, 1 ½ cups cream cheese, 1 cup chopped fresh chives,
½ cup butter, ½ medium head garlic, peeled and minced, 1 pinch salt and
pepper, Peel and quarter potatoes; place in a large pot. Cover with
salted water and bring to a boil. Cook until tender but still firm, about 15
minutes. Drain and return potatoes to the pot over low heat to dry for 1 to
2 minutes., Add Parmesan cheese, cream cheese, chives, butter, garlic,
salt, and pepper. Use a potato masher to mash until smooth and serve.

Garlic Mashed Potatoes

Baked Mac and Cheese
To make this delicious baked mac and cheese you�re going to need, 8 tablespoons
unsalted butter, 1 1/2 cups roughly crushed buttery round crackers, 1/4 cup all-purpose
flour, 2 1/2 cups warm whole milk (about 105°F), 1 1/2 cups warm half and half (about
105°F), 2 teaspoons salt, 1 teaspoon garlic powder, 1/4 teaspoon smoked paprika, 8
ounces sharp yellow Cheddar cheese, 4 ounces smoked yellow Cheddar cheese, 8
ounces Colby-Jack cheese, 1 (16 ounce) dried pasta, cooked according to package
directions, 8 ounces mozzarella cheese, 3/4 cup sour cream, Chopped fresh chives. To
make this you're going to have to, Preheat oven to 350°F. Grease a 13- x 9-inch baking
dish with 1 tablespoon of the melted butter. Stir together crackers and 3 tablespoons of
the melted butter, cook, stirring often, over medium until lightly toasted, about 2
minutes. Remove from heat; set aside. Whisk together flour and remaining 4
tablespoons melted butter in a large oven over medium; cook, whisking constantly,
Gradually add milk and half-and-half, whisking constantly, until combined. Cook over
medium, whisking often, Remove from heat; whisk in, salt, garlic powder, paprika, until
dissolved and well combined. Gradually whisk in Cheddar, smoked Cheddar, and 1 cup
of the Colby Jack, one cup at a time, until melted and smooth. Stir in cooked pasta until
evenly coated. spread sour cream evenly over mozzarella mixture. Top evenly with
remaining pasta mixture (about 5 cups); sprinkle with remaining 1 cup mozzarella and
1/2 cup Colby Jack Sprinkle crushed cracker mixture evenly over pasta mixture. Bake in
preheated oven 25 to 30 minutes, serve immediately.

Pumpkin Pie
Here's what we love about this recipe: This pie is incredibly approachable, even
for novice bakers. You'll find the full, step-by-step recipe below - but here's a brief
overview of what you can expect: Make the filling. Pour the mixture into the crust.
Bake for 15 minutes, then reduce the heat and continue baking. The ingredients
are 1 (15 ounce) can pumpkin puree, 1 (14 ounce) can Sweetened Condensed Milk,
2 large eggs, 1 teaspoon ground cinnamon, 1/2 teaspoon ground ginger, 1/2
teaspoon ground nutmeg, 1/2 teaspoon salt, 1 (9 inch) unbaked pie crust. The
Directions is to, gather all ingredients and preheat the oven to 425 degrees F
(220 degrees C). Whisk pumpkin puree, condensed milk, eggs, cinnamon, ginger,
nutmeg, and salt together in a medium bowl until smooth. Pour into crust. Bake in
the preheated oven for 15 minutes. Reduce oven temperature to 350 degrees F
(175 degrees C) and continue baking until a knife inserted 1 inch from the crust
comes out clean, 35 to 40 minutes. Let cool before serving.

Turkey

Roast the turkey: Roast, basting with stock every 30 minutes, for about two and half
hours. Add more stock as the drippings evaporate. Remove the foil and continue
roasting until a meat thermometer inserted into the thickest part of the thigh reads 165
degrees F. you don't need a lot of ingredients for this turkey all you need is, 1 (18 pound)
whole turkey, 8 cups prepared stuffing, 1/2 cup unsalted butter, softened, salt and freshly
ground black pepper to taste, 1 1/2 quarts turkey stock, divided. First Gather all
ingredients. Preheat the oven to 325 degrees F (165 degrees C). Place a rack in the
lowest position of the oven. Remove turkey neck and giblets. Rinse turkey and pat dry
with paper towels, and place breast-side up, on a rack in a roasting pan. Loosely fill
turkey cavity with stuffing. Rub skin with butter, then season with salt and pepper. Pour 2
cups of turkey stock into the roasting pan. Loosely tent turkey with aluminum foil, and
roast turkey for 2 1/2 hours, basting with pan juices every 30 minutes. When drippings
evaporate, add remaining stock to the pan, 1 to 2 cups at a time. Remove foil and
continue roasting until a meat thermometer inserted in thickest part of thigh reads 165
degrees F (75 degrees C), about 1 1/2 hours more. Transfer turkey to a large serving
platter. Let stand for 20 to 30 minutes before carving.

Cornbread

The ingredients are 1 cup all-purpose flour, 1 cup cornmeal, 1/4 cup white sugar, 1/2
teaspoon baking powder, 1/2 teaspoon baking soda, 1/2 teaspoon salt, 1 egg, lightly
beaten, 1 cup sour cream, 1/3 cup milk, 1/4 cup butter, melted. The Directions are to
Preheat the oven to 400 degrees F (205 degrees C). Lightly grease an 8-inch square
baking dish. Combine flour, cornmeal, sugar, baking powder, baking soda, and salt in
a large bowl. Mix egg, sour cream, milk, and butter in a small bowl. Fold egg mixture
into flour mixture until just moistened; pour into prepared baking dish. Bake in
preheated oven until a toothpick inserted near the center comes out clean, 20 to 25
minutes. Serve warm.

To make the perfect ham you're going to need the right ingredients, the
ingredients that you need is, 1 cup maple syrup, 1 cup orange juice, 1 cup ginger
ale, 1/2 cup brown sugar, 1/2 cup honey, 1 (10 ounce) jar maraschino cherries,
halved, 1 (12 pound) fully cooked, bone-in ham, 1 large heat-resistant nylon oven
bag, 1 (15.25 ounce) can pineapple slices in juice, drained, 1 box round wooden
toothpicks. The best way to make the perfect ham is to Preheat the oven to 350
degrees F (175 degrees C). Then Mix maple syrup, orange juice, ginger ale,
brown sugar, and honey together in a medium bowl. Stir in juice from
maraschino cherries, and 1/2 of the cherries. Place ham into an oven bag, and
carefully pour the juice mixture over it, keeping all the juice in the bag (it may
look like there is too much juice, but the ham will soak it up while baking). Place
pineapple slices on top of ham, and secure with toothpicks. Place cherries into
the center of pineapple rings, and secure with toothpicks also. Tie the end of
the bag closed with the ties provided, place in a large roasting pan, and cut a
few small slits in the top of the oven bag. Bake ham for 2 hours in the preheated
oven. The internal temperature should be 140 degrees F (60 degrees C) when
done.
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CookieCookie CornerCorner

Ingredients:
1 ¾ all purpose gluten free flour blend
¾ teaspoon xanthan gum (omit if your
blend already contains it)
1 teaspoon baking powder
½ cup kosher salt
½ cup confectioners sugar
½ cup granulated sugar
5 tablespoon unsalted butter (room
temperature)
5 tablespoons non hydrogenated
vegetable shortening
1 egg
2 teaspoons pure vanilla extract
Coarse sugar (for coating optional)
Bake at 350 for 10 minutes or until lightly
brown

Ingredients:
1 1/3 cups gluten free flour
¼ cup almond flour
1 teaspoon baking soda
½ teaspoon kosher salt
½ cup butter
1 tablespoon milk of choice
¾ cup granulated sugar
1 large egg
1 cup chocolate chips
Sea salt for sprinkling
(optional)
Bake at 350 for 10-12 minutes

Ingredients:
1 ½ cups all purpose gluten free flour
¾ teaspoons xanthan gum (omit if your blend
contains it)
½ teaspoon baking soda
1 teaspoon ground cinnamon
1 teaspoon ground ginger
¼ teaspoon kosher salt
½ cup packed light brown sugar
6 tablespoons unsalted butter (room
temperature)
4 tablespoons unsulphured molasses
1 tablespoon honey
1 egg
½ teaspoon pure vanilla extract
Bake at 350 for 8 minutes

GlutenGluten FreeFree EditionEdition
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"Jingle Bell Rock" by Bobby Helm
"Jingle Bell Rock" was written in 1957. Throughout the
song, it is describing what a wonderful time of year
Christmas is and the feeling that the Christmas holiday
brings to all those who celebrate it.

"Let it Snow! Let it Snow! Let it Snow!" by Frank Sinatra
"Let it Snow" is a great song to listen to during a
snowstorm! It gets everyone in a cozy mood since the
song was written for when someone you love is leave
the love you have for them will keep them warm.

"All I Want For Christmas Is You" by Mariah Carey
"All I Want For Christmas" gets you in that Christmas
spirit and makes you want to sing your heart out. If
you're ever in need of singing or dancing I would listen
to this song.

"Its The Most Wonderful Time Of The Year" by Andy
Williams
"Its The Most Wonderful Time Of The Year" creates a
beautiful picture of the holiday season, where
everyone is caroling and roasting marshmallows .

"Rockin' Around The Christmas Tree" by Brenda Lee
This is one of the most popular songs around the
holidays. This song has a very bubbly vibe to it.

"Its Beginning To Look A Lot Like Christmas" by
Michael Buble
"Its Beginning to look A Lot like Christmas" is an
amazing song for the beginning of winter! It will get
everyone in the spirit of Christmas.

"Happy Xmas "(War Is Over) by John Lennon
Happy Xmas has a very strong message. The song
is about people acting out of violence for love and
respect. It is a very beautiful song, i would
recommend it!

"Frosty The Snowman" by Jimmy Durante
"Frosty The Snowman" is an iconic childhood song
that mostly everyone should know. It should totally
be on your playlist.

HHoolliiddaayy HHiittss
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Holiday Hits

Feliz Navidad by Jose Feliciano. The
song was released in 2014.
Feliz Navidad can be a great way to
enjoy the holiday season, connect with
others, and celebrate cultural diversity.

It's The Most Wonderful Time Of The Year
is sung by Andy Williams. It was written in
1963. Listening to this song is a great way
to get into the holiday spirit and enjoy the
magic of the season.

Jingle Bell Rock- Bobby Helms
This song was released in 1957.
Jingle Bell Rock is an amazing song. It
gets everyone in the holiday Spirit!

Last Christmas- Wham
This song was released in 1986.
The song is a beloved holiday song
that resonates with people on an
emotional level while having a
catchy and enjoyable listening
experience.

Rockin� Around The Christmas Tree-
Johnny Marks
This is a fun and festive song that brings
energy and joy to the holiday season.

A Holly Jolly Christmas- Burl Ives
This song was released in 1965.
The song is a delightful and timeless
song that shows the joy and warmth
of the holiday season.

Let It Snow! Let It Snow! Let It Snow!-
Sammy Cahn
Let it snow! is a charming song that creates
a cozy vibe, celebrates winter, and has that
classic holiday feel.
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Quote of St. Nik

Many look forward to
the gifts Santa brings

every year, and now that
you think of it, how long
has Santa been around?
St. Nicholas was proven
to exist at a point in time

from 270-343 AD. He
came from Greek descent

and was a Christian
bishop. Born and raised in
Turkey,Nicholas lost his
parents in an epidemic
when he was just a boy.
When he inherited their
very large fortune, he
simply used all of that

inheritance to help sick
and suffering kids. He is

best known for his
generosity. The idea of

giving gifts to others
evolved as a tradition of
its own. Now, December

25th is dedicated to Saint
Nicholas and his

generosity.

St. Nicholas is said to have done many things such as
calming a storm at sea to save sailors, chopping down a
demon possessed tree, and even brought babies back

to life.

The History of Santa Claus

"The giver of every good and perfect gift has called
upon us to mimic God's giving, by grace, through faith,

and this is not of ourselves."
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Winter Break Suggestions
WithWith winterwinter breakbreak quicklyquickly approachingapproaching soso manymany peoplepeople areare talkingtalking aboutabout howhow toto fillfill theirtheir daysdays ofof breakbreak soso thatthat
theythey aren'taren't bored.bored. SomeSome ofof thethe activitiesactivities youyou cancan dodo overover breakbreak areare snowsnow boarding,boarding, traveling,traveling, takingtaking aa cruise,cruise,

takingtaking aa rideride toto seesee otherother house'shouse's lightslights toto seesee whowho hashas thethe bestbest ones,ones, oror attendingattending holidayholiday parties.parties.

AA goodgood placeplace toto snowboardsnowboard oror skiski isis ElkElk Mountain.Mountain. ItIt isis notnot tootoo farfar ofof aa drivedrive andand aa lotlot ofof peoplepeople gogo there,there, soso youyou
mightmight actuallyactually seesee somesome peoplepeople youyou knowknow andand bebe ableable toto spendspend thethe dayday together.together.

YouYou couldcould alsoalso traveltravel duringduring thethe breakbreak toto placesplaces likelike Hawaii,Hawaii, Florida,Florida, oror somewheresomewhere elseelse warmwarm ifif youyou areare notnot aa
fanfan ofof thethe coldcold oror snowysnowy weatherweather thatthat NEPANEPA usuallyusually gets.gets.

YouYou couldcould gogo onon aa cruisecruise duringduring thethe breakbreak and,and, youyou cancan eithereither meetmeet newnew peoplepeople and/orand/or spendspend timetime withwith family.family.

DuringDuring thethe holidayholiday season,season, somesome peoplepeople decoratedecorate theirtheir houseshouses andand it'sit's enjoyableenjoyable toto taketake aa rideride andand gogo andand
looklook atat thethe wayway theythey havehave arrangedarranged thethe lightslights onon theirtheir houses.houses. ThereThere areare alsoalso somesome placesplaces thatthat havehave largelarge lightlight
displaysdisplays thatthat areare alsoalso anan enjoyableenjoyable wayway toto spendspend anan eveningevening withwith familyfamily andand friendsfriends whilewhile sippingsipping hothot chocolatechocolate

andand listeninglistening toto festivefestive music!.music!.

Finally,Finally, thethe greatestgreatest wayway toto spendspend breakbreak isis spendingspending timetime withwith familyfamily andand friendsfriends youyou don'tdon't alwaysalways see,see, butbut alsoalso
withwith thosethose youyou do!do!

WhateverWhatever wayway youyou decidedecide toto spendspend youryour break,break, enjoyenjoy it!it! YouYou workedworked hardhard forfor it!it!
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Ethen - Play in the All State Game                                   Michael - Work harder

Isiah- Get better grades                                                                                Myers - Try to eat more healthy and read more books

Krystel- Play in the All State Game for Baseball Madysen - Be more motivated

Joel- Be better at sports                                                                                 Nathan - Be more true to myself                                       

Jay- Play more sports                                                                                     Dan - Make it to States in track

Cameron- Go to play at Wilkes University                                    Dom - Place at Districts in track

Xavier- Go to more Yankee's Games                                                   Jordan - To finally come to school consistently

Landon - Be more outgoing                                                                       Riley - To make my bed everyday

At the beginning of the new year, it it customary to set goals and make
resolutions to better yourself in the upcoming year. Most people will try

to better a skill, loose weight, or treat people in a better manner. The Red
and Blue News asked some Children of the Dale what their resolutions

are for 2025. Check out what they had to say:

Resolutions:Resolutions: It'sIt's thethe startstart ofof somethingsomething new!new!
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Go to Hallmark Christmas Movies
This movie, directed by Gail Harvey, Stars Regina, Zain
Harrelson, Mike, Lizzie, John Hamilton, and Nelson. They
are three couples that celebrate the hoilday season while
navigating crucial turning points in their lives.

"My Southern Family Christmas" directed by Emily
Moss Wilson. Stars Campbell Wallace and Jackson
Shepard. The movie follows Campbell because she
has a chance to get to know her biological father for
the first time without him ever knowing who she really
is.

This classic Christmas movie "Long Lost Christmas"
directed by Michael Robison, Stars Hayley. This movie
follows Hayley because she is an interior designer who
plans to surprise her recently widowed mother with the
perfect holiday present that everyone knows her mom
yearns for.

"Haul Out The Holly" directed by Maclain Nelson. Stars
Emily and Albert, follows Emily coming home to visit her
parents, only to discover they're leaving for a trip of their
own. While staying a their house for the hoildays, Emily
meets meets members of the community who want her
to join in the neighborhood's Christmas festivities.

"Christmas Town" directed by David Weaver. Stars
Lauren Gabriel and Travis Mabry, follows Lauren when
she leaves everything behind in Boston to embark on a
new chapter in her life and career. On an unforeseen
detour to the town of Grandon Fall, she discovers love
and family, helping her to embrace the magic of
Christmas.

"Checkin' it Twice" directed by Kevin Fair. Stars Ashley
and Scott, follows a hockey player and a real estate
agent and how sparks fly between the both of them
after he moves in a cottage house in her family's
backyard.
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UGG SLIPPERS

Nike Dunks

Crocs

Nike Airmax

Sketcher Summit 12s

The UGG slides are really
popular because they are

very clean looking and comfy.
They cost $120 which is

rather expensive for a pair of
slippers, but many people

feel as though the comfort is
worth the price.

Nike Dunks have many color
waves which makes them a

huge seller. They go well with
many outfits and have a very
clean look. Many people from

young kids to middle age
adults are usually rocking the

Dunks.

Crocs are very popular
because of the almost

unlimited designs you can
choose from. They have

every color of the rainbow
plus more. The easy take
on and off make them a

huge seller and marketable
to all ages.

Nike Airmaxs are one of Nike's
biggest shoes on the market.
You can wear them in a lot of
different scenarios. Many
people wear them golfing and
as dress shoes. The shoes are
very comfy and clean. These
are highly recommended from
many different shoe reviewers.

Sketchers are a great choice of shoe
for many reasons. The first is how
easily affordable they are. They range
anywhere from $20 to $100. Many
people wear them because they
usually come with memory foam and
velcro straps instead of laces. These
particular shoes are worn by the older
crowd, but who can blame them?
Sketchers are an awesome brand,
and you should consider buying some
as your next pair!

Trending Shoes
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GiftGift GivingGiving IdeasIdeas

AirAir PodsPods areare aa goodgood
thingthing toto havehave whenwhen
workingworking out,out, doingdoing
homework,homework, oror eveneven
whenwhen youyou areare notnot

doingdoing anythinganything butbut
needneed somesome

backgroundbackground noise.noise.

GolfGolf ClubsClubs wouldwould bebe aa nicenice giftgift especiallyespecially
whenwhen thethe weatherweather getsgets weatherweather forfor thatthat

personperson whowho lovesloves toto spendspend theirtheir dayday
outsideoutside onon thethe coursecourse workingworking onon theirtheir golfgolf

game.game.

PlayStationPlayStation GiftGift CardsCards
areare thethe perfectperfect ideaidea forfor
thethe gamergamer inin youryour life.life.
TheyThey areare thethe giftgift thatthat
keepskeeps onon givinggiving withwith
everyevery gamegame theythey areare

ableable toto purchase!purchase!

UGGsUGGs areare aa comfortablecomfortable
shoeshoe thatthat areare easyeasy toto putput on.on.
TheyThey alsoalso gogo withwith anyany outfitoutfit
youyou wear,wear, soso itit isis notnot hardhard toto
findfind somethingsomething toto wearwear withwith

them.them.

ThisThis LululemonLululemon
jacketjacket wouldwould bebe aa

greatgreat giftgift becausebecause itit
isis stretchystretchy andand

comfycomfy athleticathletic wear.wear.
ItIt alsoalso comescomes inin
manymany colorscolors andand
differentdifferent styles.styles.

AA StanleyStanley cupcup wouldwould bebe aa goodgood ideaidea becausebecause itit
keepskeeps drinksdrinks hothot oror coldcold forfor longlong periodsperiods ofof time.time.

ThisThis alsoalso comescomes inin differentdifferent designsdesigns andand
patterns,patterns, soso eveneven thethe pickiestpickiest personperson willwill havehave

somethingsomething toto love.love.
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YearYear inin ReviewReview
ParisParis 20242024 waswas thethe firstfirst OlympicsOlympics inin historyhistory toto reachreach fullfull gendergender parityparity onon thethe fieldfield ofof play,play, withwith equalequal numbersnumbers

ofof malemale andand femalefemale athletes.athletes. TheThe UnitedUnited StatesStates toppedtopped thethe medalmedal tabletable forfor thethe fourthfourth consecutiveconsecutive SummerSummer
GamesGames andand 19th19th timetime overall,overall, withwith 4040 goldgold andand 126126 totaltotal medals.medals. OnceOnce again,again, thethe UnitedUnited StatesStates sitssits atopatop thethe

basketballbasketball world.world. TeamTeam USAUSA tooktook homehome goldgold inin bothboth thethe men'smen's andand women'swomen's competitionscompetitions atat thethe ParisParis
Olympics,Olympics, aa fifthfifth straightstraight titletitle forfor thethe menmen andand aa historichistoric eightheighth straightstraight forfor thethe women.women. SpainSpain waswas crownedcrowned

men'smen's OlympicOlympic soccersoccer championschampions atat thethe OlympicOlympic Games,Games, defeatingdefeating FranceFrance 5-35-3 inin extraextra timetime atat thethe ParcParc desdes
Princes.Princes. TheThe U.S.A.U.S.A. hadhad 126126 totaltotal medalsmedals thatthat includeinclude 4040 gold,gold, 4444 silver,silver, andand 4242 bronze.bronze. ChinaChina placedplaced secondsecond

withwith 4040 gold,gold, 2727 silver,silver, andand 2424 bronze.bronze. TheThe thirdthird placeplace finisherfinisher waswas BritanBritan withwith 1414 gold,gold, 2222 silver,silver, andand 2929 bronze.bronze.

AA totaltotal solarsolar eclipseeclipse trackedtracked northeastwardnortheastward acrossacross thethe UnitedUnited StatesStates thethe afternoonafternoon ofof AprilApril 8th,8th, fromfrom southsouth centralcentral
MexicoMexico toto northernnorthern Maine.Maine. ThisThis tracktrack passedpassed overover southernsouthern Illinois,Illinois, withwith somesome luckylucky areasareas experiencingexperiencing theirtheir secondsecond

totaltotal eclipseeclipse inin sevenseven years.years. UnlikeUnlike thethe lastlast one,one, thethe totalitytotality areaarea diddid covercover portionsportions namelynamely nearnear andand southsouth ofof I-70I-70
fromfrom EffinghamEffingham toto ParisParis southward.southward. OutsideOutside ofof thethe areaarea ofof totality,totality, thethe remainderremainder ofof centralcentral IllinoisIllinois experiencedexperienced atat

leastleast 90%90% solarsolar obscurationobscuration ,, andand mostlymostly 95%95% oror higherhigher easteast ofof thethe IllinoisIllinois River.River. InIn aa solarsolar eclipse,eclipse, thethe moonmoon passespasses
betweenbetween thethe sunsun andand earth,earth, blockingblocking allall oror partpart ofof thethe sun.sun. InIn aa totaltotal solarsolar eclipseeclipse likelike thisthis one,one, thethe sunsun isis completelycompletely
blocked,blocked, causingcausing aa periodperiod ofof darkness.darkness. InIn anotheranother typetype ofof solarsolar eclipse,eclipse, calledcalled anan "annular""annular" eclipse,eclipse, thethe moonmoon isis notnot

largelarge enoughenough toto completelycompletely blockblock thethe sun,sun, soso aa ringring ofof lightlight isis stillstill observedobserved aroundaround itit atat thethe peak.peak.

TheThe UnitedUnited StatesStates PresidentialPresidential ElectionElection ofof 20242024 waswas heldheld onon NovemberNovember 5,5, 2024,2024, inin whichwhich formerformer RepublicanRepublican
presidentpresident DonaldDonald TrumpTrump (2017�21)(2017�21) defeateddefeated thethe DemocraticDemocratic nominee,nominee, ViceVice Pres.Pres. KamalaKamala Harris.Harris. Trump,Trump, whowho

lostlost hishis bidbid forfor reelectionreelection inin 20202020 toto DemocratDemocrat JoeJoe Biden,Biden, isis thethe firstfirst U.S.U.S. presidentpresident toto bebe electedelected toto twotwo
nonconsecutivenonconsecutive termsterms sincesince GroverGrover Cleveland,Cleveland, thethe 22nd22nd andand 24th24th presidentpresident ofof thethe UnitedUnited StatesStates (1885�89(1885�89
andand 1893�97).1893�97). TrumpTrump isis alsoalso thethe firstfirst convictedconvicted felonfelon toto becomebecome president-electpresident-elect and,and, atat ageage 78,78, thethe oldestoldest

personperson toto winwin thethe office.office. FollowingFollowing aa hotlyhotly contestedcontested election,election, DonaldDonald TrumpTrump isis onceonce againagain thethe president-electpresident-elect
andand willwill returnedreturned toto thethe WhiteWhite HouseHouse asas ofof JanuaryJanuary 20,20, 2025.2025.
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WhyWhy WeWe CelebrateCelebrate thethe NewNew YearYear
We celebrate New Year'sto mark the passage of time and the beginning of a new calendar year. This tradition
has deep historical roots, dating back to ancient civilizations. For example, the Babylonians celebrated the new

year during the spring equinox with an elaborate 11-day festival called Akitu. The Romans later established
January first as the start of the new year in 46 B.C. under Julius Caesar's Julian calendar, aligning it with the

Roman god Janus, who symbolized beginnings and transitions. This change influenced many cultures, setting
the stage for the global celebrations we recognize today.

Beyond its historical origins, New Year's is a time for reflection and renewal. It provides an opportunity to look
back on the past year, assess achievements and challenges, and set new goals for the future. People across

the world engage in various customs and traditions, such as making resolutions, attending parties, and
watching fireworks. This ia all aimed at welcoming the new year with hope and optimism. This universal

celebration underscores the human desire for fresh starts and the collective aspiration for a better future.
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�Times of adversity can
trigger nostalgia because

remembering who we
were helps with our
identity continuity.�

nostalgia.nostalgia.
"Nostalgia is a sentimental longing or wistful affection for the past, typically a time period with happy personal

occasions." its a trigger you can get accidentily hearing a certain sound, a certain smell, or finding a certain thing. often times we
feel nostalgia as teens because we tend to forget about a lot of things, and that specific sound or smell can bring that memory

back. as a result of remembering these fond memories, you typically feel emotional, most often happy but with a sense of regret
or longing like you lost something that you'll never be able to get back.

Through the examples
provided, this may possibly be

one that is remembered the most
if you've ever been at the doctors

at least once, you remember
looking at this image.

bop-it is a
universally shared
childhood toy. It

came out in 1996
but flourished in

early 2000s.

Having Nerf
meant pelting
everyone and
everything you

came across while
pretending you
were in a movie.

If you had
one of these

plastic princess
shoes as a kid, you

were a princess.

If there's
one toy we have

to link to our
childhood its this
one. many people
owned this toy and
enjoyed watching
the balls pop up

and down.

Etch-a-sketch
came out in 1960
and was beyond

revolutionary for its
time. It sold

600,000 copies
the year it
released.

48 49



Firefighters increased containment lines around the
Palisades Fire and Eaton Fire during a weekend of

improved weather conditions in Los Angeles County.

The deadly fires, two of the most destructive on
record in California, started Jan. 7 on a day of
extremely high fire danger due to a Santa Ana

windstorm. More than 27 deaths have been reported
in the fires, burning in the Pacific Palisades area on

the Los Angeles County coast and Altadena area
northeast of Los Angeles.

Flames have destroyed at least 14,362 structures, including
homes and businesses.

Containment of the 14,000-acre Eaton Fire expanded to 87
percent Monday morning. Water-dropping helicopters
extinguished hot spots over the weekend near Winters
Creek, Mt. Lowe and Mt. Wilson.

The Palisades Fire was 59-percent contained Monday
morning at 23,700 acres.

Evacuation orders were lifted for many areas over the
weekend. Some homes remain without electricity and gas
service due to safety shutoffs.

A curfew remains in effect nightly from 6 p.m. to 6 a.m. in
the mandatory evacuation areas. Only firefighters, law
enforcement and utility workers allowed in those zones.

TheThe wildfireswildfires inin LosLos AngelesAngeles county.county.
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You'reYou're HalfwayHalfway
There!There!
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